
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section A: Applicant Site and Project Information: Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail

*Is the application for site development or land acquisition?    a Development Acquisition

*Name of Applicant (Government Unit)

 Charlevoix County

*Federal ID Number

 38-6004840

*County

 Charlevoix County

 *Name of Authorized Representative

 Cheryl Potter Browe

 *Title

 County Clerk/Fiscal Officer

*Address

203 Antrim St.

Charlevoix, Michigan 49720

*Telephone (231) 547-7200

Fax(231) 547-7217

*City

Charlevoix

*State

MI

*ZIP

49720

 *E-mail

 browec@charlevoixcounty.org

*State House District

 District 105

*State Senate District

 District 37

*U.S. Congress District

 District 1

*Proposal Title  (Not to exceed 60 characters)

Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail - Phase 3 Development

*Proposal Description

 Development of a 10-foot wide paved non-motorized trail along Boyne City/Charlevoix Road beginning at the 

completed Phase 1 of the trail at Springwater Beach Road North and continuing detached through Bay 

Township on the Lake Charlevoix side of the road. Just east of Horton Bay, the trail will connect to the existing 

(paved) wide shoulder of the road through the "Village" (speed limit: 35 mph). The trail will utilize the existing 

6-foot wide paved shoulders of the road through Horton Bay due to the close proximity of homes and 

businesses to the edge of the road. Crosswalks, pavement markings and signs will be used to guide trail users 

through Horton Bay. On the west side of Horton Bay, the trail will end at the Rufus Teesdale Nature Preserve. 

Phase 3 will be 2.36 miles.

As part of this project, a trailhead will be developed near the beginning of Phase 3 of the trail. Trailhead 

amenities will include parking, vault restroom, drinking fountain, benches, and an information kiosk.

*Address of Site

 No address

*City, Village or Township of Site

 Bay Township

*Zip

 49712

*County in which Site is located

Charlevoix

*Town, Range and Section Numbers of 

Site Location

Letters must be upper-case:

 (examples: T02N, R13E, 22)

(Town) T33N (Range)R06W (Section)08

*Latitude/Longitude at park 

entrance

45.262767 -85.063343

*Park Name

Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

SOURCES OF MATCHING FUNDS PROJECT COST AMOUNTS

*Grant amount requested (round to the nearest hundred dollars) $300,000.00

Total Match $760,000.00

Total Project Cost $1,060,000.00

Percentage of match commitment (Must be at least 25% of total project cost) 71%

a) General Funds or Local Restricted Funds (Applicant's own cash) $10,000.00

b) Force Account Labor/Materials (Applicant's own paid labor or materials)

c) Federal or State Funds $650,000.00

You have entered a value for item c). Please provide the information below for each federal or state 

program from which matching funds will be provided. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

(CDBG) AND RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP) ARE THE ONLY FEDERAL FUNDS THAT 

CAN BE USED AS MATCH:

*(1) Program Name

Transportation Alternatives Program

*Administering Agency

Michigan Department of Transportation

*Contact Name for Administering Agency

Amy Matisoff

*Telephone

(517) 282-7457

*Amount

$555,000.00

*Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

a Grant funds applied for, not yet approved 6/29/2018

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

*Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes a No

*Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the 

application?

 Yes a No
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

a Check to add program information for additional State of Federal funds that will be used as Match.

(2) Program Name

Recreation Passport Grant

Administering Agency

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Contact Name for Administering Agency

Tamara Jorkasky

Telephone

(517) 284-5948

Amount

$95,000.00

Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

a Grant funds applied for, not yet approved 1/31/2019

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes a No

Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?

 Yes a No

Check to add program information for additional State of Federal funds that will be used as Match.

(3) Program Name Administering Agency

Contact Name for Administering Agency Telephone Amount

Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded

Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved

Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds

Date appropriated

Other, explain

Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?

 Yes No

Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources

 Yes No

d) Cash Donations $100,000.00

You have entered a value for item d). Please list the individual sources and the amounts to be donated 

below.

SOURCE AMOUNT

*Bay Township funds (secured) $33,000.00

Community Foundation Grant (secured) $8,000.00

Frey Foundation Grant (pending) $39,000.00

Top of Michigan Trails Council (secured) $10,000.00

Great Lakes Energy People Fund Grant $10,000.00

Total $100,000.00

**Is a letter of intent from each donor included with the application?

 a Yes No

e) Donated Labor and/or Materials

You have entered a value for item e). Please include each item to be donated, the source, dollar value, 

and how the dollar value was determined.

ITEM SOURCE DOLLAR VALUE VALUATION METHOD

*

Total $0

**Is a letter of intent from each donor included with application?

 Yes No

f) Donated Land Value (acquisition applications only)

You have entered a value for item f). Please describe how the value of the land donation was 

determined.

*

**Is a letter from the landowner committing to the donation of a portion of fair market value and any conditions 

placed upon their commitment included with application?

 Yes No
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match Sources
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section C2: Project Details

Development Applications ONLY

*Applicant's current control of the site:

 Fee Simple

 Lease

 Easement

a Other (describe) In highway right-of-way by permit

*Age of Park 0 Years

*Acres 26.7

Project Cost Estimate Table

SCOPE ITEM DNR ONLY

 Accessibility Guidelines

QUANTITY TOTAL ESTIMATED 

COST

Trail 6' wide or more 1.84 miles $456,500.00

Boardwalk 500 ft $75,000.00

Fence 2250 ft $54,000.00

Signage 1 LSum $10,000.00

(New rows will appear as rows are completed and Saved)

Other: Slope Restoration 20667 SYd $72,300.00

Other: Segmental 

Retaining Wall

2250 ft $112,500.00

Other: Maintaining Traffic 1 LSum $27,500.00

Other: Trailhead 1 LSum $114,000.00

Do not list the aspects of project execution, such 

as labor, construction equipment, contingency or 

raw materials.(New rows will appear as rows are 

completed and Saved)

Permit Fees

MNRTF Sign $200.00

Subtotal $922,000.00

Engineering (These fees may not exceed 15% of subtotal) $138,000.00

Total Estimated Cost (Must equal Total Project Cost amount on 

Section B page.)

$1,060,000.00
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section D: Justification of Need

*1) If you are submitting multiple acquisition or development applications, what is the priority for 

this application? (1 = highest)

0

*2) What page(s) of your recreation plan is the need for the proposed project discussed? From: 72 To: 79

If proposed project is on only one page, please enter the page number in both boxes

*3) What was the date(s) of public meeting to discuss submission of the grant application? 3/28/2018

Additional dates:

*4) Did you gather public input from individuals with disabilities, their families, or advocates? No    a Yes

*5) Are you the primary provider of recreation services to any surrounding communities, as 

documented in your recreation plan?

a No     Yes

List Communities:

*6) Was the application developed through collaboration with adjacent communities or school 

districts?

a No     Yes
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section E: Application History and Stewardship

 0 NO YES

1) Questions 1 is for acquisition applications only - for development projects, leave blank and 

move to question 2.

Will the applicant have adequate funds on hand to complete the acquisition transaction without 

any third party assistance (i.e. loans, lines of credit, etc.) until partial reimbursement and final 

audit is completed (approximately 180 days after closing)?

If yes, please provide documentation that supports this on the Required Attachments page .

* 2) Has applicant received DNR recreation grant(s) in the past? a

If yes, does applicant currently have an open, active grant? a

*3) Has applicant closed, sold, or transferred any parkland or recreation facilities in the past 5 

years?

a

*4) Does applicant have a known unresolved conversion of grant-assisted parkland? (a 

conversion is a change from public outdoor recreation use to some other use)

a

*5) Does applicant have a "residents only" policy for this park or other parks or recreation 

facilities?

a

*6) Do you now or do you intend in the future to charge an entrance fee to the project site? a

If yes, fee schedule and policy for reduced entrance fees for low-income users included 

with application?

If yes, attach supporting Documentation on Required Attachments page.

*7) What is the applicant's current year budget for parks and recreation? $179,585.00

*8) What are the estimated operation and maintenance costs associated with the project? $2,830.00

Comments:

 Q2: We have the following open, active grants:

TF11-073 Boyne City to Charlevoix Non-motorized Trail - Phase 1

TF13-052 Boyne City to Charlevoix Non-motorized Trail - Phase 2
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section F: Site Conditions

NO YES UNKNOWN

*1) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is or has 

been used for industrial purposes, including manufacturing and/or mineralsâ€™ processing or 

extraction (sand, gravel, oil, or gas) at this time or in the past?

a

*2) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is currently 

being used or has been used in the past for a gas station, motor vehicle service or repair facility, 

commercial printing facility, dry cleaners, photo developing lab, junkyard, landfill, waste treatment, 

storage, processing or recycling or disposal facility?

a

*3) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the following are or have in the 

past been stored, discarded, or used on the property â€“ automotive or industrial batteries, pesticides 

or other chemicals used in agricultural practices, paints, industrial waste, or other chemicals in drums or 

other containers?

a

*4) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that fill dirt or other fill material of unknown 

origin is on this property or has in the past been placed on the property?

a

*5) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge of any evidence of leaks, spills, or stains 

from a substance other than water at this time or in the past?

a

*6) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are or have in the past been 

waste disposal pits, lagoons, or ponds on the property?

a

*7) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are at this time or have in the 

past been registered or unregistered storage tanks on the property?

a

*8) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that contaminated groundwater lies below 

the property?

a

*9) If there is a water well on the property, does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that 

contaminants have been identified in the well that exceeded legal standards or has the well been 

identified as contaminated by a government agency?

a
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section F: Site Conditions

*10) Has the landowner been notified about any current violations of environmental laws pertaining to 

activities on the property or does applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge about past violations?

a

*11) Has the landowner been notified of any environmental assessments of the property that identified a) 

the presence of hazardous substances, petroleum products, or contamination; or b) the need for further 

assessment?

a

*12) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any hazardous substances, 

unidentified waste materials, tires, or automotive or industrial batteries have been dumped above 

ground, buried, or burned on the property?

a

*13) Is the property listed on any federal or state list of contaminated sites, including the site of a leaking 

underground storage tank?

a

*14) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the adjoining properties are 

currently being used or have been used in the past for the purposes listed in the previous questions 

1-13?

a

*15) Has an environmental assessment been completed for the site? a
If yes, provide the most current on the Required Attachments page.

NO YES UNKNOWN

*16)*16) Are permits required for the development of the site? a
If yes, please complete the following table:

TYPE OF PERMIT PERMITTING AGENCY EFFORTS TAKEN TO OBTAIN PERMIT OR 

DETERMINING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Construction in Road R-O-W Charlevoix County Road Commission Discussions have been held with the Road Commission

Wetlands Crossing Michigan Dept of Environmental Quality Initial discussion have been held with the MDEQ

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown' was selected for any of the questions on this page, please explain here:

Q16: The Boyne City/Charlevoix Road right-of-way is 99 feet for the length of Phase 3 of the Trail, except for a portion of the route within Horton 
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section F: Site Conditions

Bay where it is 66 feet wide. Our plan is to develop the trail within the road right-of-way, except for the portion of the trail, along with the proposed 

trailhead, at Park of the Pines, just north of N. Springwater Beach Road, where the trail and the trailhead will utilize a permanent easement to be 

granted to Charlevoix County by Park of the Pines.

A Soil Erosion Permit from Charlevoix County will also be needed for this project . Initial discussions have been held with the Soil 

Erosion/Sedimentation Control Officer. A Zoning Permit from Bay Township will also be needed for the proposed trailhead. Initial discussions 

have been held with the Township Zoning Administrator.
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section G: Natural Features of The Project Site

To the best of your knowledge, does the project site include:

 *Great Lakes shoreline or Great Lakes connecting water frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of Great Lake or Great Lakes connecting water:

 How many linear feet of shoreline or frontage?

 *Inland lake frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of water body:

 What is the size of the total water body in acres?

 How many linear feet of frontage are on site?

 *River and/or tributary frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of water body:

 How many linear feet of frontage?

 Is the river or tributary a state natural river or a federally dedicated wild and scenic 

river?

 No Yes

 *Wetland acreage or frontage?  No a Yes

 If yes, please list the number of acres of the type(s) of wetland(s) on site:

Marsh Bog Dune and swale complex

Prairie Forest Boreal Forest

Fen Shrub Type unknown 1

 Is documentation of type and quality with application? a No Yes

 If yes, source of information:

 *Other water acreage or frontage? a No Yes

 If yes, name of other water body:

 Is the entire water body completely within the site boundaries?  No Yes

 How many linear feet of frontage or acres of water are on site?

 *Sand dunes? a No Yes

 If yes, list the number of acres of sand dunes on the site:

 Critical       Not designed as critical, or designation unknown

 Is documentation of type and quality provided with application?  No Yes

 If yes, source of information:

 *Dedicated state or federal listed wilderness or dedicated natural area or 

Pigeon River County State Forest land or inholding?

a No Yes

 If yes, name of area:

 How many acres on site?
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section G: Natural Features of The Project Site

 *Rare species or any other significant feature as defined by the Michigan 

Natural Features Inventory?

a No Yes

 If yes, list species or feature and status.

 if too many to list here, include in the application narrative.

 Population/range locations denoted on site plan or other map?  No Yes
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section H: Wildlife Values of The Project Site

Will the proposed park or park development:

 * Protect wildlife habitat (for example, breeding grounds, winter deeryards, den sites)? a No Yes

 If yes, list species:

 How many acres of habitat does the site provide?

 *Act as a wildlife corridor between existing protected areas or buffer an existing 

protected area?

aNo Yes

 If yes, name the existing park(s) or protected area(s):

 How many acres are currently in protected status?

 Is documentation of the ecological value of adjacent protected areas and/or the 

ability of the project site to act as a corridor/buffer provided with application?

 No Yes

If yes, source of information:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section I: Natural Resource Recreation Opportunities

Will the proposed park or park development provide new or additional:

 *Water recreation opportunities? a No Yes

 *Motorized recreation opportunities (ORV and/or Snowmobile)? a No Yes

 *Hunting Opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, what seasons will be available? (for example, deer/firearm)

 How many acres will be available for hunting?

 *Fishing opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, what type of fishing opportunities will be provided? (species/methods)

 *Bird watching or other nature viewing opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, what species can be viewed?

 *Nature interpretation or education opportunities? a No Yes

 If yes, how are the interpretation or education opportunities provided? (check all that apply)

 Interpretive signage  Part time or volunteer naturalist

 Interpretive brochures  Full time naturalist

 Nature center

 Have you formed a partnership with another organization to provide   

interpretive/educational services?

 No Yes

If yes, name of organization

Provided examples of interpretive materials, descriptions of classes, and other documentation on the 

interpretive/educational services provided with application:
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section J: Public Access Opportunities

* Will the site be open to the general public?  No a Yes

List the hours open to the public:

From To Closed

Sunday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Monday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Tuesday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Wednesday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Thursday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Friday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Saturday 12:00 am 12:00 am

Holidays 12:00 am 12:00 am

Comment: Trail to be open 24 hrs/day 365 days/yr

How will the public reasonably able to access this site?

a Automobile

 Boat

a Public Transportation

 Motorized Trail

a Non-Motorized Trail including Mountain Bike and Hiking Trails

a Sidewalk or Pathway

 Other (describe)
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Section K: Trails

* Is the proposed site a trail? [ ] No [a] Yes

Who is the primary intended user? (Check one)

 Hikers/Pedestrians  Road Bicyclists  Equestrians

 Mountain Bicyclists  Cross-Country Skiers  Snowmobilers

 Other motorized vehicle 

users

a Other, explain:  All non-motorized trail users

Who are the secondary users?

 Hikers/Pedestrians  Road Bicyclists  Equestrians

 Mountain Bicyclists  Cross-Country Skiers  Snowmobilers

 Other motorized vehicle 

users

 Other, explain:

Is the trail connected to another trail(s) or part of a larger trail network?  No a Yes

 If yes, what is the name of the network?  Little Traverse Wheelway

How long Is the trail?

 9715 Total linear feet

 9215 Linear feet bituminous (paved)

 500 Linear feet boardwalk (if applicable)

 Linear feet sidewalk

 Linear feet other hard surface

What is the width of the trail?

 10 Linear feet

* Is this proposed project part of the Iron Belle Trail (Governor's Showcase Trail)?

[ ] Yes [a] No
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Application Narrative

*I. Project Justification and Support:

In 2003, County officials held a number of meetings with bicycling enthusiasts from around the county as well as 

a bicycling club based in Boyne City in order to gauge the level of interest and potential need for a 

non-motorized trail. This led to the formation of the Boyne City to US-31 Citizens Trail Committee. The goal was 

to provide a safe non-motorized recreation and transportation facility. The committee considered a number of 

potential trail routes, many of which were eventually rejected as being unsuitable for the average rider, 

especially children and those with disabilities, due to long, steep inclines. Further meetings led to the decision 

by the committee to develop the trail parallel to Boyne City/Charlevoix Road to join up with the Little Traverse 

Wheelway along US-31, just outside of Charlevoix. County officials and committee members, then met with the 

Township Planning Commissions and Township Boards of the communities along the route , all of whom 

subsequently passed resolutions of support for the development of this non-motorized trail.

In order to address concerns raised by some citizens over the proposed trail, the Charlevoix County Parks 

Committee formed a Non-Motorized Trail Steering Committee, which was composed of residents and local 

officials along the planned trail route. With the assistance of MSU Extension, through a series of public 

meetings, the Steering Committee identified citizen concerns and developed recommendations on how to 

address those concerns.

Subsequently, the Top of Michigan Trails Council solicited funds to hire an engineering firm to develop high 

resolution aerial imagery of the trail route and draw in the proposed trail, which helped facilitate gathering 

further public input. The funds raised by the Trails Council also paid for the engineering firm to accompany 

County Staff in meeting with property owners along the trail route who had concerns , and develop solutions to 

those concerns. Please see the attached “Issues Book” and “Final Report”.

This led to the development of the Boyne City to Charlevoix Non-motorized Trail, a new linear park which runs 

parallel to Boyne City/Charlevoix Road. It is a paved 10-foot wide trail, mostly detached from Boyne 

City/Charlevoix Road, but within the road right-of-way. Once completed, it will connect the City of Boyne City 

with the Little Traverse Wheelway along US-31, just east of Charlevoix, a distance of approximately 14 miles. 

The trail is being developed in five (5) phases.

Phase 1, which runs from Boyne City to N. Springwater Beach Road in Evangeline Township, was completed in 

2016. Phase 2, which runs from the Little Traverse Wheelway along US-31 to Quarterline Road in Hayes 

Township, was constructed in 2017 and is nearly complete. Phase 3, which is our current project, will run from 

the end of Phase 1 to the Village of Horton Bay, connecting the communities of Boyne City and Horton Bay. 

Future phases will complete the trail route.

*II. Project Description:

Phase 3 of the trail, which is the subject of this grant application, will begin at the end of Phase 1 at N. 

Springwater Beach Road North (Evangeline/Bay Township line) and continuing detached through Bay Township 

on the Lake Charlevoix side of the road. Just east of Horton Bay, the trail will connect to the existing (paved) 

shoulder of the road. Through Horton Bay, the trail will utilize the existing 6-foot paved shoulders of the road due 

to the close proximity of homes to the road (speed limit: 35 mph). Crosswalks, pavement markings, and signs 

will be used to guide trail users through Horton Bay. On the west side of Horton Bay, the trail will end at the 

Rufus Teesdale Nature Preserve. Phase 3 will be 2.36 miles long.
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Application Narrative

As part of Phase 3, the County is also proposing to develop a trailhead at Park of the Pines, a church-owned 

campground on Lake Charlevoix just north of N. Springwater Beach Road. Trailhead amenities will include a 

parking area, vault restroom, drinking fountain, seating benches, and an information kiosk.

Phase 3 of the trail and the trailhead are proposed for construction in 2020.

Once the entire trail is completed, at the west end, trail users can take the Little Traverse Wheelway to 

Charlevoix where they can follow the Lake-to-Lake Trail to Fisherman's Island State Park on Lake Michigan. 

Alternatively, trail users can take the Wheelway to Petoskey or Harbor Springs. Just outside of Petoskey, the 

Wheelway connects to the Northwestern State Trail, which leads to Mackinaw City, other regional trails, and the 

Iron Belle Trail. At the east end of the Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail, from Boyne City, trail users will be able to 

access the planned Boyne Valley Trailway which will lead to Boyne Mountain Resort and the Village of Boyne 

Falls along US-131.

The Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail will be universally accessible. It will be made of asphalt with a textured 

surface prior to each intersection for the visually impaired. To the extent possible, the trail will only have minor 

changes in elevation to enable wheelchair-bound persons to more easily propel themselves along the route. 

The trail will be designed and constructed to comply with the guidelines of the American Association of State 

Highway & Transportation Officials (AASHTO), which require trails to be compliant with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA).

*III. Natural Resource Access and Protection:

The Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail will be parallel to, but separate from Boyne City/Charlevoix Road (with a 

limited number of exceptions). The current right-of-way is of sufficient width to accommodate a trail that is 

separate from the road and shoulder. For trail users, this will be safer than riding along the shoulder of the road. 

Presumably, this will lead to increased use of the trail by families with children, senior citizens, and other 

individuals who typically would not use the shoulder of the road or the road itself.

Phase 3 of the trail will provide indirect access to Lake Charlevoix. In Horton Bay, trail users can follow Lake 

Street to a public access on Lake Charlevoix, where there are park benches to sit and enjoy the view.

Phase 3 will provide access to the Rufus Teesdale Nature Preserve west of Horton Bay. Horton Creek flows 

through this preserve. This approximately 15-acre preserve is owned by the Little Traverse Conservancy and is 

open to the public. It offers a short trail down to the creek, a small parking area, and a point-of-interest 

information plaque. The shady area along the creek is a great place to sit and take a break.

*IV. Other Information:

Phase 3 of the Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail is unique in that it will provide access to cultural resources in 

Horton Bay. Ernest Hemingway had ties to Horton Bay. He spent a considerable amount of time there from 

childhood to early adulthood. Many of the stories he wrote were about his experiences in Horton Bay. Specific 

places in Horton Bay where he spent time include Horton Creek, where he loved to fish for trout, the public 

access on Lake Charlevoix at the south end of Lake Street, Pinehurst and Shangri-La on Lake Street (these 

were inns at the time and were the place of Hemingway's wedding reception, but are now private residences), 

and the Horton Bay General Store and Red Fox Inn on Boyne City/Charlevoix Road. These places are stops on 

"Tour Hemingway's Michigan". Trail users will be able to visit and learn about these places as part of their 
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Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application 2018

Organization: Charlevoix County TF18-0168

Application Narrative

experience on the trail. Attached is more detailed information describing Hemingway's connection to Horton 

Bay.

The Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail will be publicized and promoted on a dedicated page on the Charlevoix 

County website, in the County brochure, and by the local chambers of commerce through printed material and 

broadcast media, which is part of the general promotion of the Boyne City, Charlevoix and Petoskey areas. 

Included in this general promotion are direct mailings, websites, including the Charlevoix County website, and 

West Michigan Tourist Association publications. The trail will also be included on the Top of Michigan Trails 

website, which describes the regional trail system, the Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail website, and the 

UpNorth Trails website.
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